CALL TO THE NATIONS
OLD TESTAMENT SURVEY
A. PENTATEUCH
“Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over the
fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over all the
creatures that move along the ground. So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of
God he created them; male and female he created them. God blessed them and said to them, “Be
fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the
birds in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” (Genesis 1:26-28)
“

From these the maritime peoples spread out into their territories by their clans within their nations,
each with its own language.” (Genesis 10:5)
“These are the clans of Noah’s sons, according to their lines of descent, within their nations. From
these the nations spread out over the earth after the flood.” (Genesis 10:35)
“The LORD had said to Abram, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to
the land I will show you. I will make you into a great nation, and I will bless you; I will make your
name great, and you will be a blessing I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I
will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you.” (Genesis 12:1-3)
“As for me, this is my covenant with you: You will be the father of many nations. No longer will you
be called Abram; your name will be Abraham, for I have made you a father of many nations. I will
make you very fruitful; I will make nations of you, and kings will come from you.” (Genesis 17:4-6)
“

Abraham will surely become a great and powerful nation, and all nations on earth will be blessed
through him. “ (Genesis 18:18)
“

I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed because you have obeyed me.” (Genesis
22:17-18)
“

I will make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and will give them all these lands,
and through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed. (Genesis 26:4)
“

And God said to him, “I am God Almighty; be fruitful and increase in number. A nation and a
community of nations will come from you, and kings will be among your descendants.” (Genesis
35:11)
“

Jacob said to Joseph, “God Almighty appeared to me at Luz in the land of Canaan, and there he
blessed me and said to me, ‘I am going to make you fruitful and increase your numbers. I will make
you a community of peoples, and I will give this land as an everlasting possession to your
descendants after you.” (Genesis 48:3,4)
“The scepter will not depart from Judah, nor the ruler’s staff from between his feet until he to
whom it belong shall come and the obedience of the nations shall be his.” (Genesis 49:10)
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“

Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured
possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy
nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the Israelites.” (Exodus 19:5,6)
“But for their sake I will remember the covenant with their ancestors whom I brought out of Egypt in
the sight of the nations to be their God. I am the LORD.’” (Leviticus 26:45)
“The LORD will scatter you among the peoples, and only a few of you will survive among the nations
to which the LORD will drive you.” (Deuteronomy 4:27)
“He has declared that he will set you in praise, fame and honor high above all the nations he has
made and that you will be a people holy to the LORD your God, as he promised.” (Deuteronomy
26:19)
“If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his commands I give you today, the
LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on earth.” (Deuteronomy 28:1)
“Then all the peoples on earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and they will fear
you. The LORD will grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of your womb, the young of your
livestock and the crops of your ground—in the land he swore to your ancestors to give
you. The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your land in
season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will borrow from
none.” (Deuteronomy 28:10-12)
“All the nations will ask: “Why has the LORD done this to this land? Why this fierce, burning anger?”
(Deuteronomy 29:24)
“When all these blessings and curses I have set before you come on you and you take them to heart
wherever the LORD your God disperses you among the nations, and when you and your children
return to the LORD your God and obey him with all your heart and with all your soul according to
everything I command you today, then the LORD your God will restore your fortunes[a] and have
compassion on you and gather you again from all the nations where he scattered you.”
(Deuteronomy 30:1-3)
“When the Most High gave the nations their inheritance, when he divided all mankind, he set up
boundaries for the peoples according to the number of the sons of Israel.” (Deuteronomy 32:8)
“Rejoice, you nations, with his people, for he will avenge the blood of his servants; he will take
vengeance on his enemies and make atonement for his land and people.” (Deuteronomy 32:43)
B.

HISTORICAL BOOKS

“He did this so that all the peoples of the earth might know that the hand of the LORD is powerful
and so that you might always fear the LORD your God.” (Joshua 4:24)
“

They said to him, “You are old, and your sons do not follow your ways; now appoint a king to lead
us, such as all the other nations have.” (1 Samuel 8:5)
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“Therefore I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will sing the praises of your name.” (2 Samuel
22:50)
“From all nations people came to listen to Solomon’s wisdom, sent by all the kings of the world, who
had heard of his wisdom. (1 Kings 4:34)
“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land
because of your name— for they will hear of your great name and your mighty hand and your
outstretched arm—when they come and pray toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your
dwelling place. Do whatever the foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may
know your name and fear you, as do your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have
built bears your Name. (1 Kings 8:41-43)
“May he turn our hearts to him, to walk in obedience to him and keep the commands, decrees and
laws he gave our ancestors. And may these words of mine, which I have prayed before the LORD, be
near to the LORD our God day and night, that he may uphold the cause of his servant and the cause
of his people Israel according to each day’s need, so that all the peoples of the earth may know that
the LORD is God and that there is no other.” (1 Kings 8:58-60)
“The whole world sought audience with Solomon to hear the wisdom God had put in his heart.” (1
Kings 10:24)
“

So David’s fame spread throughout every land, and the LORD made all the nations fear him.” (1
Chronicles 14:17)
“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done. Sing
to him, sing praise to him; tell of all his wonderful acts. Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of
those who seek the LORD rejoice. Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face
always. Remember the wonders he has done, his miracles, and the judgments he pronounced, you
his servants, the descendants of Israel, his chosen ones, the children of Jacob. He is the LORD our
God; his judgments are in all the earth. He remembers his covenant forever, the promise he made,
for a thousand generations, the covenant he made with Abraham, the oath he swore to Isaac. He
confirmed it to Jacob as a decree, to Israel as an everlasting covenant: “To you I will give the land of
Canaan as the portion you will inherit.” When they were but few in number, few indeed, and
strangers in it, they wandered from nation to nation, from one kingdom to another. He allowed no
one to oppress them; for their sake he rebuked kings: “Do not touch my anointed ones; do my
prophets no harm.” Sing to the LORD, all the earth; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his
glory among the nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD and most
worthy of praise; he is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but
the LORD made the heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and joy are in his
dwelling place. Ascribe to the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and
strength. Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; bring an offering and come before him.
Worship the LORD in the splendor of his holiness. Tremble before him, all the earth! The world is
firmly established; it cannot be moved. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let them say
among the nations, “The LORD reigns!” Let the sea resound, and all that is in it; let the fields be
jubilant, and everything in them! Let the trees of the forest sing, let them sing for joy before
the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his love endures
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forever. Cry out, “Save us, God our Savior; gather us and deliver us from the nations, that we may
give thanks to your holy name, and glory in your praise.” Praise be to the LORD, the God of Israel,
from everlasting to everlasting. Then all the people said “Amen” and “Praise the LORD.” (1 Chronicles
16:8-36)
“As for the foreigner who does not belong to your people Israel but has come from a distant land
because of your great name and your mighty hand and your outstretched arm—when they come
and pray toward this temple, then hear from heaven, your dwelling place. Do whatever the
foreigner asks of you, so that all the peoples of the earth may know your name and fear you, as do
your own people Israel, and may know that this house I have built bears your Name.” (2 Chronicles
6:32,33)
“LORD, the God of our ancestors, are you not the God who is in heaven? You rule over all the
kingdoms of the nations. Power and might are in your hand, and no one can withstand you.” (2
Chronicles 20:6)
C.

POETRY AND WISDOM BOOKS

“He makes nations great, and destroys them; he enlarges nations, and disperses them. He deprives
the leaders of the earth of their reason; he makes them wander in a trackless waste.” (Job 12:23,24)
“This is the way he governs the nations and provides food in abundance.” (Job 36:31)
“Ask me, and I will make the nations your inheritance, the ends of the earth your possession.”
(Psalm 2:8)
“Let the assembled peoples gather around you, while you sit enthroned over them on high.” (Psalm
7:7)
“He rules the world in righteousness and judges the peoples with equity. The LORD is a refuge for the
oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. Those who know your name trust in you, for you, LORD,
have never forsaken those who seek you. Sing the praises of the LORD, enthroned in Zion; proclaim
among the nations what he has done.” (Psalm 9:8-11)
“Therefore I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will sing the praises of your name.” (Psalm
18:49)
“All the ends of the earth will remember and turn to the LORD, and all the families of the nations will
bow down before him, for dominion belongs to the LORD and he rules over the nations.” (Psalm
22:27,28)
“Save your people and bless your inheritance; be their shepherd and carry them forever.” (Psalm
28:9)
“Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD, the people he chose for his inheritance.” (Psalm 33:12)
“I will perpetuate your memory through all generations; therefore the nations will praise you for
ever and ever.” (Psalm 45:17)
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“He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in
the earth.” (Psalm 46:10)
“Clap your hands, all you nations; shout to God with cries of joy.” (Psalm 47:1)
“God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne. The nobles of the nations assemble
as the people of the God of Abraham, for the kings of the earth belong to God; he is greatly exalted. ”
(Psalm 47:8,9)
“I will praise you, Lord, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples.” (Psalm 57:9)
“You answer us with awesome and righteous deeds, God our Savior, the hope of all the ends of the
earth and of the farthest seas, who formed the mountains by your power, having armed yourself
with strength, who stilled the roaring of the seas, the roaring of their waves, and the turmoil of the
nations.” (Psalm 65:5-7)
“Praise our God, all peoples, let the sound of his praise be heard” (Psalm 66:8)
“May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us— so that your ways may be
known on earth, your salvation among all nations. May the peoples praise you, God; may all the
peoples praise you. May the nations be glad and sing for joy, for you rule the peoples with equity
and guide the nations of the earth. May the peoples praise you, God; may all the peoples praise you.”
(Psalm 67:1-5)
“May all kings bow down to him and all nations serve him.” (Psalm 72:11)
“You are the God who performs miracles; you display your power among the peoples.” (Psalm 77:14)
“Rise up, O God, judge the earth, for all the nations are your inheritance.” (Psalm 82:8)
“All the nations you have made will come and worship before you, Lord; they will bring glory to your
name.” (Psalm 86:9)
“Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the
nations, his marvelous deeds among all peoples. For great is the LORD and most worthy of praise; he
is to be feared above all gods. For all the gods of the nations are idols, but the LORD made the
heavens. Splendor and majesty are before him; strength and glory are in his sanctuary. Ascribe to
the LORD, all you families of nations, ascribe to the LORD glory and strength.” (Psalm 96:2-7)
“Say among the nations, “The LORD reigns.” The world is firmly established, it cannot be moved; he
will judge the peoples with equity. Let the heavens rejoice, let the earth be glad; let the sea resound,
and all that is in it. Let the fields be jubilant, and everything in them; let all the trees of the
forest sing for joy. Let all creation rejoice before the LORD, for he comes, he comes to judge the earth.
He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples in his faithfulness. ” (Psalm 96:10-13)
“The heavens proclaim his righteousness, and all peoples see his glory.” (Psalm 97:6)
“The LORD has made his salvation known and revealed his righteousness to the nations.” (Psalm 98:2)
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“Let the rivers clap their hands, let the mountains sing together for joy; let them sing before
the LORD, for he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world in righteousness and the peoples
with equity.” (Psalm 98:8,9)
“The LORD reigns, let the nations tremble; he sits enthroned between the cherubim, let the earth
shake.” (Psalm 99:1)
“The nations will fear the name of the LORD, all the kings of the earth will revere your glory.” (Psalm
102:15)
“So the name of the LORD will be declared in Zion and his praise in Jerusalem
when the peoples and the kingdoms assemble to worship the LORD.” (Psalm 102:21,22)
“Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the nations what he has done.”
(Psalm 105:1)
“Save us, LORD our God, and gather us from the nations, that we may give thanks to your holy name
and glory in your praise.” (Psalm 106:47)
“I will praise you, LORD, among the nations; I will sing of you among the peoples.” (Psalm 108:3)
“The LORD is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens.” (Psalm 113:4)
“Praise the LORD, all you nations; extol him, all you peoples.” (Psalms 117:1)
“Our mouths were filled with laughter, our tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the
nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” (Psalm 126:2)
“Praise the LORD from the earth, you great sea creatures and all ocean depths,
lightning and hail, snow and clouds, stormy winds that do his bidding, you mountains and all hills,
fruit trees and all cedars, wild animals and all cattle, small creatures and flying birds, kings of the
earth and all nations, you princes and all rulers on earth, young men and women, old men and
children. ” (Psalm 148:7-12)
D. PROPHETIC BOOKS
“He will judge between the nations and will settle disputes for many peoples.
They will beat their swords into plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for war anymore.” (Isaiah 2:4)
“He lifts up a banner for the distant nations, he whistles for those at the ends of the earth. Here they
come, swiftly and speedily!” (Isaiah 5:26)
“

In that day the Root of Jesse will stand as a banner for the peoples; the nations will rally to him,and
his resting place will be glorious. In that day the Lord will reach out his hand a second time to
reclaim the surviving remnant of his people from Assyria, from Lower Egypt, from Upper Egypt, from
Cush, from Elam, from Babylonia, from Hamath and from the islands of the Mediterranean. He will
raise a banner for the nations and gather the exiles of Israel;he will assemble the scattered people of
Judah from the four quarters of the earth. (Isaiah 11:10-12)
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“

In that day you will say: Give praise to the LORD, proclaim his name; make known among the
nations what he has done, and proclaim that his name is exalted.” (Isaiah 12:4)
“Therefore strong peoples will honor you; cities of ruthless nations will revere you. You have been a
refuge for the poor, a refuge for the needy in their distress, a shelter from the storm and a shade
from the heat. For the breath of the ruthless is like a storm driving against a wall and like the heat of
the desert.
You silence the uproar of foreigners; as heat is reduced by the shadow of a cloud, so the song of the
ruthless is stilled. On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare a feast of rich food for all peoples,
a banquet of aged wine—the best of meats and the finest of wines. On this mountain he will
destroy the shroud that enfolds all peoples, the sheet that covers all nations; ” (Isaiah 25:3-5)
“Open the gates that the righteous nation may enter, the nation that keeps faith.” (Isaiah 26:2)
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him,
and he will bring justice to the nations.” (Isaiah 42:1)
“Since you are precious and honored in my sight, and because I love you, I will give people in
exchange for you, nations in exchange for your life.” (Isaiah 43:4)
“Listen to me, my people; hear me, my nation: Instruction will go out from me; my justice will
become a light to the nations. My righteousness draws near speedily, my salvation is on the way,
and my arm will bring justice to the nations. The islands will look to me and wait in hope for my arm.”
(Isaiah 51:4,5)
“The LORD will lay bare his holy arm in the sight of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth will
see the salvation of our God. Depart, depart, go out from there! Touch no unclean thing! Come out
from it and be pure, you who carry the articles of the LORD’s house. But you will not leave in haste or
go in flight; for the LORD will go before you, the God of Israel will be your rear guard. See, my
servant will act wisely; he will be raised and lifted up and highly exalted. Just as there were many
who were appalled at him — his appearance was so disfigured beyond that of any human being and
his form marred beyond human likeness— so he will sprinkle many nations and kings will shut their
mouths because of him. For what they were not told, they will see, and what they have not heard,
they will understand.” (Isaiah 52:10-15)
“See, I have made him a witness to the peoples, a ruler and commander of the peoples. Surely you
will summon nations you know not, and nations you do not know will come running to you, because
of the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor.” (Isaiah 55:4,5)
“And foreigners who bind themselves to the LORD to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
and to be his servants, all who keep the Sabbath without desecrating it and who hold fast to my
covenant— these I will bring to my holy mountain and give them joy in my house of prayer. Their
burnt offerings and sacrifices will be accepted on my altar; for my house will be called a house of
prayer for all nations.” (Isaiah 56:6,7)
“See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples,
but the LORD rises upon you and his glory appears over you. Nations will come to your light, and
kings to the brightness of your dawn. Lift up your eyes and look about you: All assemble and come to
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you; your sons come from afar, and your daughters are carried on the hip. Then you will look and be
radiant, your heart will throb and swell with joy; the wealth on the seas will be brought to you, to
you the riches of the nations will come.” (Isaiah 60:2-5)
“I revealed myself to those who did not ask for me; I was found by those who did not seek me. To a
nation that did not call on my name, I said, ‘Here am I, here am I.” (Isaiah 65:1)
“And I, because of what they have planned and done, am about to come[a] and gather the people of
all nations and languages, and they will come and see my glory. I will set a sign among them, and I
will send some of those who survive to the nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians , to
Tubal and Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They
will proclaim my glory among the nations. And they will bring all your people, from all the nations, to
my holy mountain in Jerusalem as an offering to the LORD—on horses, in chariots and wagons, and
on mules and camels,” says the LORD. “They will bring them, as the Israelites bring their grain
offerings, to the temple of the LORD in ceremonially clean vessels.” (Isaiah 66:18-20)
“Before I formed you in the womb I knew[a] you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed
you as a prophet to the nations.” (Jeremiah 1:5)
“See, today I appoint you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy and
overthrow, to build and to plant.” (Jeremiah 1:10)
“At that time they will call Jerusalem The Throne of the LORD, and all nations will gather in Jerusalem
to honor the name of the LORD. No longer will they follow the stubbornness of their evil hearts.”
(Jeremiah 3:17)
“If you, Israel, will return, then return to me,” declares the LORD. “If you put your detestable idols out
of my sight and no longer go astray, and if in a truthful, just and righteous way you swear, ‘As surely
as the LORD lives,’then the nations will invoke blessings by him and in him they will boast.” (Jeremiah
4:1,2)
“Therefore hear, you nations; you who are witnesses, observe what will happen to them.” (Jeremiah
6:18)
“Who should not fear you, King of the nations? This is your due. Among all the wise leaders of the
nations and in all their kingdoms, there is no one like you.” (Jeremiah 10:7)
“But after I uproot them, I will again have compassion and will bring each of them back to their own
inheritance and their own country.” (Jeremiah 12:15)
“LORD, my strength and my fortress, my refuge in time of distress, to you the nations will come from
the ends of the earth and say, Our ancestors possessed nothing but false gods, worthless idols that
did them no good.” (Jeremiah 16:19)
“

If at any time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be uprooted, torn down and destroyed, and
if that nation I warned repents of its evil, then I will relent and not inflict on it the disaster I had
planned. And if at another time I announce that a nation or kingdom is to be built up and
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planted, and if it does evil in my sight and does not obey me, then I will reconsider the good I had
intended to do for it.” (Jeremiah 18:7-10)
“Then this city will bring me renown, joy, praise and honor before all nations on earth that hear of all
the good things I do for it; and they will be in awe and will tremble at the abundant prosperity and
peace I provide for it.” (Jeremiah 33:9)
“Take a scroll and write on it all the words I have spoken to you concerning Israel, Judah and all the
other nations from the time I began speaking to you in the reign of Josiah till now.” (Jeremiah 36:2)
“This is what the Sovereign LORD says: This is Jerusalem, which I have set in the center of the nations,
with countries all around her” (Ezekiel 5:5)
“Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: You have been more unruly than the nations around
you and have not followed my decrees or kept my laws. You have not even[a] conformed to the
standards of the nations around you. Therefore this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself am
against you, Jerusalem, and I will inflict punishment on you in the sight of the nations.” (Ezekiel 5:7,8)
“They will know that I am the LORD, when I disperse them among the nations and scatter them
through the countries. But I will spare a few of them from the sword, famine and plague, so that in
the nations where they go they may acknowledge all their detestable practices. Then they will know
that I am the LORD.” (Ezekiel 12:15,16)
“

But for the sake of my name, I brought them out of Egypt. I did it to keep my name from being
profaned in the eyes of the nations among whom they lived and in whose sight I had revealed myself
to the Israelites. Therefore I led them out of Egypt and brought them into the wilderness. I gave
them my decrees and made known to them my laws, by which the person who obeys them will
live. Also I gave them my Sabbaths as a sign between us, so they would know that I the LORD made
them holy. ‘Yet the people of Israel rebelled against me in the wilderness. They did not follow my
decrees but rejected my laws—by which the person who obeys them will live—and they utterly
desecrated my Sabbaths. So I said I would pour out my wrath on them and destroy them in the
wilderness. But for the sake of my name I did what would keep it from being profaned in the eyes of
the nations in whose sight I had brought them out. Also with uplifted hand I swore to them in the
wilderness that I would not bring them into the land I had given them—a land flowing with milk and
honey, the most beautiful of all lands—because they rejected my laws and did not follow my decrees
and desecrated my Sabbaths. For their hearts were devoted to their idols. Yet I looked on them with
pity and did not destroy them or put an end to them in the wilderness. I said to their children in the
wilderness, “Do not follow the statutes of your parents or keep their laws or defile yourselves with
their idols. I am the LORD your God; follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws. Keep my
Sabbaths holy, that they may be a sign between us. Then you will know that I am the LORD your God.
But the children rebelled against me: They did not follow my decrees, they were not careful to keep
my laws, of which I said, “The person who obeys them will live by them,” and they desecrated my
Sabbaths. So I said I would pour out my wrath on them and spend my anger against them in the
wilderness. But I withheld my hand, and for the sake of my name I did what would keep it from
being profaned in the eyes of the nations in whose sight I had brought them out. Also with uplifted
hand I swore to them in the wilderness that I would disperse them among the nations and scatter
them through the countries, because they had not obeyed my laws but had rejected my decrees and
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desecrated my Sabbaths, and their eyes lusted after their parents’ idols. So I gave them other
statutes that were not good and laws through which they could not live; I defiled them through their
gifts—the sacrifice of every firstborn—that I might fill them with horror so they would know that I
am the LORD.’ Therefore, son of man, speak to the people of Israel and say to them, ‘This is what the
Sovereign LORD says: In this also your ancestors blasphemed me by being unfaithful to me: When I
brought them into the land I had sworn to give them and they saw any high hill or any leafy tree,
there they offered their sacrifices, made offerings that aroused my anger, presented their fragrant
incense and poured out their drink offerings. Then I said to them: What is this high place you go to?’”
(It is called Bamah to this day.) “Therefore say to the Israelites: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says:
Will you defile yourselves the way your ancestors did and lust after their vile images? When you
offer your gifts—the sacrifice of your children in the fire—you continue to defile yourselves with all
your idols to this day. Am I to let you inquire of me, you Israelites? As surely as I live, declares the
Sovereign LORD, I will not let you inquire of me. “‘You say, “We want to be like the nations, like the
peoples of the world, who serve wood and stone.” But what you have in mind will never happen. As
surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I will reign over you with a mighty hand and an
outstretched arm and with outpoured wrath. I will bring you from the nations and gather you from
the countries where you have been scattered—with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm and
with outpoured wrath. I will bring you into the wilderness of the nations and there, face to face, I
will execute judgment upon you. As I judged your ancestors in the wilderness of the land of Egypt, so
I will judge you, declares the Sovereign LORD. I will take note of you as you pass under my rod, and I
will bring you into the bond of the covenant. I will purge you of those who revolt and rebel against
me. Although I will bring them out of the land where they are living, yet they will not enter the land
of Israel. Then you will know that I am the LORD. “‘As for you, people of Israel, this is what the
Sovereign LORD says: Go and serve your idols, every one of you! But afterward you will surely listen
to me and no longer profane my holy name with your gifts and idols. For on my holy mountain, the
high mountain of Israel, declares the Sovereign LORD, there in the land all the people of Israel will
serve me, and there I will accept them. There I will require your offerings and your choice gifts, along
with all your holy sacrifices. I will accept you as fragrant incense when I bring you out from the
nations and gather you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will be proved
holy through you in the sight of the nations.” (Ezekiel 20:9-41)
“‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: When I gather the people of Israel from the nations where
they have been scattered, I will be proved holy through them in the sight of the nations. Then they
will live in their own land, which I gave to my servant Jacob. They will live there in safety and will
build houses and plant vineyards; they will live in safety when I inflict punishment on all their
neighbors who maligned them. Then they will know that I am the LORD their God.’” (Ezekiel 28:25,26)
“For the day is near, the day of the LORD is near— a day of clouds, a time of doom for the nations.”
(Ezekiel 30:3)
“

Then the nations will know that I the LORD make Israel holy, when my sanctuary is among them
forever.’” (Ezekiel 37:28)
“And so I will show my greatness and my holiness, and I will make myself known in the sight of many
nations. Then they will know that I am the LORD.” (Ezekiel 38:23)
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“‘I will make known my holy name among my people Israel. I will no longer let my holy name be
profaned, and the nations will know that I the LORD am the Holy One in Israel.” (Ezekiel 39:7)
“

Then they will know that I am the LORD their God, for though I sent them into exile among the
nations, I will gather them to their own land, not leaving any behind.” (Ezekiel 39:28)
“

Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say anything against the God of
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble,
for no other god can save in this way.” (Daniel 3:29)
“I, King Nebuchadnezzar, To the nations and peoples of every language, who live in all the earth:
May you prosper greatly! It is my pleasure to tell you about the miraculous signs and wonders that
the Most High God has performed for me. How great are his signs, how mighty his wonders! His
kingdom is an eternal kingdom; his dominion endures from generation to generation.” (Daniel 4:1,2)
“Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth: May you
prosper greatly! I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and
reverence the God of Daniel. For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be
destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in
the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power of the lions.” (Daniel 6:25-27)
“In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man coming with the
clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given
authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His
dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never
be destroyed.” (Daniel 7:13,14)
“

Then the sovereignty, power and greatness of all the kingdoms under heaven will be handed over
to the holy people of the Most High. His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all rulers will
worship and obey him.” (Daniel 7:27)
“The day of the LORD is near for all nations. As you have done, it will be done to you; your deeds will
return upon your own head.” (Obadiah 1:15)
“Hear, you peoples, all of you, listen, earth and all who live in it, that the Sovereign LORD may bear
witness against you, the Lord from his holy temple.” (Micah 1:2)
“Many nations will come and say, Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, to the temple of
the God of Jacob. He will teach us his ways, so that we may walk in his paths. The law will go out
from Zion, the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. He will judge between many peoples and will settle
disputes for strong nations far and wide. They will beat their swords into plowshares and their
spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not take up sword against nation, nor will they train for
war anymore. Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig tree, and no one will
make them afraid, for the LORD Almighty has spoken. All the nations may walk in the name of their
gods, but we will walk in the name of the LORD our God for ever and ever.” (Micah 4:2-7)
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“The LORD will be awesome to them when he destroys all the gods of the earth.
Distant nations will bow down to him, all of them in their own lands.” (Zephaniah 2:11)
“Then I will purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD and
serve him shoulder to shoulder.” (Zephaniah 3:9)
“At that time I will gather you; at that time I will bring you home. I will give you honor and praise
among all the peoples of the earth when I restore your fortunes before your very eyes, says
the LORD.” (Zephaniah 3:20)
“I will shake all nations, and what is desired by all nations will come, and I will fill this house with
glory,’ says the LORD Almighty.” (Haggai 2:7)
“Many nations will be joined with the LORD in that day and will become my people. I will live among
you and you will know that the LORD Almighty has sent me to you.” (Zechariah 2:11)
“And many peoples and powerful nations will come to Jerusalem to seek the LORD Almighty and to
entreat him. This is what the LORD Almighty says: In those days ten people from all languages and
nations will take firm hold of one Jew by the hem of his robe and say, ‘Let us go with you, because
we have heard that God is with you.’” (Zechariah 8:22,23)
“I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from Jerusalem, and the battle bow
will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from
the River to the ends of the earth.” (Zechariah 9:10)
“Though I scatter them among the peoples, yet in distant lands they will remember me. They and
their children will survive, and they will return.” (Zechariah 10:9)
“If any of the peoples of the earth do not go up to Jerusalem to worship the King, the LORD Almighty,
they will have no rain.” If the Egyptian people do not go up and take part, they will have no rain.
The LORD will bring on them the plague he inflicts on the nations that do not go up to celebrate the
Festival of Tabernacles. This will be the punishment of Egypt and the punishment of all the nations
that do not go up to celebrate the Festival of Tabernacles. (Zechariah 14:17-19)
“My name will be great among the nations, from where the sun rises to where it sets. In every place
incense and pure offerings will be brought to me, because my name will be great among the nations,”
says the LORD Almighty.” (Malachi 1:11)
“Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land,” says the LORD Almighty.”
(Malachi 3:12)

NEW TESTAMENT SURVEY
A.

GOSPELS
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“

On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the
Gentiles.” (Matthew 10:18)
“Here is my servant whom I have chosen, the one I love, in whom I delight; I will put my Spirit on him,
and he will proclaim justice to the nations. He will not quarrel or cry out; no one will hear his voice in
the streets. A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out, till he has
brought justice through to victory. In his name the nations will put their hope.” (Matthew 12:18-21)
“For this people’s heart has become calloused; they hardly hear with their ears, and they have
closed their eyes. Otherwise they might see with their eyes, hear with their ears, understand with
their hearts and turn, and I would heal them.” (Matthew 13:15)
“Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of God will be taken away from you and given to a people
who will produce its fruit.” (Matthew 21:43)
“And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all nations,
and then the end will come.” (Matthew 24:14)
“All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the people one from another as a
shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.” (Matthew 25:32)
“

Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to
me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And
surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:18-20)
“Jesus called them together and said, “You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the
Gentiles lord it over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so with you.
Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be your servant, and whoever wants to
be first must be slave of all.” (Mark 10:42-44)
“And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for all
nations?” (Mark 11:17)
“On account of me you will stand before governors and kings as witnesses to them. And the gospel
must first be preached to all nations.” (Mark 13:9b,10)
“For my eyes have seen your salvation, which you have prepared in the sight of all nations: a light for
revelation to the Gentiles, and the glory of your people Israel.” (Luke 2:30-32)
“

He told them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third
day, and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning
at Jerusalem.” (Luke 24:46,47)
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B.

ACTS

“Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When they
heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their own
language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? Parthians, Medes and
Elamites; residents of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and
Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of Libya near Cyrene; visitors from Rome (both Jews and converts to
Judaism); Cretans and Arabs—we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!”
(Acts 2:5-11)
“

And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to
Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.” (Acts 3:25)
“

Then Peter began to speak: “I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism but
accepts from every nation the one who fears him and does what is right.” (Acts 10:34,35)
“For this is what the Lord has commanded us: “‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles, that you
may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 13:47)
“Friends, why are you doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing you good
news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the living God, who made the heavens and
the earth and the sea and everything in them. In the past, he let all nations go their own way. Yet he
has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness by giving you rain from heaven and
crops in their seasons; he provides you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” (Acts
14:15-17)
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live
in temples built by human hands. And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything.
Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else. From one man he made all the
nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in
history and the boundaries of their lands. God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps
reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live and move
and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’ Therefore since we
are God’s offspring, we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone—an
image made by human design and skill. In the past God overlooked such ignorance, but now he
commands all people everywhere to repent. For he has set a day when he will judge the world with
justice by the man he has appointed. He has given proof of this to everyone by raising him from the
dead.” (Acts 17:24-31)
C.

EPISTLES

“

Therefore, the promise comes by faith, so that it may be by grace and may be guaranteed to all
Abraham’s offspring—not only to those who are of the law but also to those who have the faith of
Abraham. He is the father of us all. As it is written: “I have made you a father of many nations.” He is
our father in the sight of God, in whom he believed—the God who gives lifeto the dead and calls into
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being things that were not. Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of
many nations, just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” (Romans 4:16-18)
“Now to him who is able to establish you in accordance with my gospel, the message I proclaim
about Jesus Christ, in keeping with the revelation of the mystery hidden for long ages past, but now
revealed and made known through the prophetic writings by the command of the eternal God, so
that all the Gentiles might come to the obedience that comes from[b]faith— (Romans 16:24-26)
“

Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance
to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” (Galatians 3:8)
11

Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called “uncircumcised” by
those who call themselves “the circumcision” (which is done in the body by human hands)—
12
remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and
foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. 13 But now
in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near by the blood of Christ.
“

For he himself is our peace, who has made the two groups one and has destroyed the barrier, the
dividing wall of hostility, by setting aside in his flesh the law with its commands and regulations. His
purpose was to create in himself one new humanity out of the two, thus making peace, and in one
body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.”
(Ephesians 2:11-16)
“But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that you
may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light.” (1 Peter 2:9)
D. REVELATION
“Look, he is coming with the clouds,” and “every eye will see him, even those who pierced him”; and
all peoples on earth “will mourn because of him.”
So shall it be! Amen.” (Revelation 1:7)
“

To the one who is victorious and does my will to the end, I will give authority over the nations—
that one ‘will rule them with an iron scepter and will dash them to pieces like pottery’[a]—just as I
have received authority from my Father.” (Revelation 2:26-28)
“

He went and took the scroll from the right hand of him who sat on the throne. And when he had
taken it, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders fell down before the Lamb. Each one
had a harp and they were holding golden bowls full of incense, which are the prayers of God’s
people. And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll and to open its seals,
because you were slain, and with your blood you purchased for God persons from every tribe and
language and people and nation.” (Revelation 5:7-9)
“

After this I looked, and there before me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every
nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and before the Lamb. They were
wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands.” (Revelation 7:9)
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“

Then I was told, “You must prophesy again about many peoples, nations, languages and kings.”
(Revelation 10:11)
I saw in heaven another great and marvelous sign: seven angels with the seven last plagues—last,
because with them God’s wrath is completed. 2 And I saw what looked like a sea of glass glowing
with fire and, standing beside the sea, those who had been victorious over the beast and its
image and over the number of its name. They held harps given them by God 3 and sang the song of
God’s servant Moses and of the Lamb: “Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty.
Just and true are your ways, King of the nations. Who will not fear you, Lord, and bring glory to your
name? For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship before you, for your righteous
acts have been revealed.” (Revelation 15:1-4)
“

I did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty and the Lamb are its temple. The
city does not need the sun or the moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the
Lamb is its lamp. The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth will bring their splendor
into it. On no day will its gates ever be shut, for there will be no night there. The glory and honor of
the nations will be brought into it. (Revelation 21:22-26)
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